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occurrence of uncommon degrees of cowardice does not
excuse man from military service, and the reason is that
such cowardice cannot be presupposed to exist In like
manner, the possession of uncommon courage on the part
of some women cannot be made a ground for allowing them
to take part in military service, for it is not a characteristic
that can be counted upon. The inspired Maid, fighting for
her country in the moment of its greatest need, is a noble
figure, though she transgresses the limitations of her sex: but
a regiment of female soldiers would be a repulsive sight. For
similar reasons politics will never be a profession suited to
women. It requires a force of character which is not too
frequent among men, and which in women would indicate a
masculinity foreign to their true nature.

This brings us to the third aspect of personal activity,
that of the citizen. The effort to secure for woman an
independent position as a citizen is not the least important
of the ways in which the so-called movement for female
emancipation usually finds expression. And of all the
attempts at abolishing differences in the conduct of personal
life, none bears so clearly the stamp of falsity to nature
as this. For a woman ;to take an active part in the political
conflicts that agitate the State and society is as contradictory
to her character and disposition as bearing arras and doing
military service is to her physical nature. Even the highly
cultivated woman, who is intellectually far superior to the
average man, must always, where questions relating to
matters of public utility and function are concerned, depend
on the stronger masculine character. She must take her
guidance from man, and, under favourable circumstances,
may support him in undertaking and carrying out his duties
by following him in the thoughts and sentiments which he
seeks to act out in his life, so lightening by her sympathy
the burden of his duty and increasing the pleasure and